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Barrow Library was thrilled to welcome the Highly Suspect theatre company to perform 
their murder mystery production An Austentatious Murder.  They performed to a sell out 
crowd of super sleuths who had to work out exactly who killed the unlucky victim Anne.  

Through a series of questions, soliloquies and cryptic 
clues interwoven cleverly around the library stock, one 
by one members of the audience, working in teams, 
were invited to discover exactly who plunged the 
hatpin into the heart of the unfortunate Anne, founder 
of the dating app “Dating Mr Darcy”.  The acting was 
of a very high quality, and the plot a fiendishly hard 
one, so much so one audience member was heard to 
comment at the end “my brain hurts”! 

The group dressed as Austen heroes and heroines 
were also cleverly able to match audience profiles 
through their Dating Mr Darcy “Austem Algorithms”, 
resulting in two perfect matches at the end of the 

night. They say they have their hats at the ready for any possible weddings(minus 
hatpins!)

The night was rounded off by each team 
recounting a limerick they had been encouraged 
to write, to much hilarity and applause. Light 
refreshments were served by library staff to fuel 
the brains of the super sleuths and a good time 
was had by all. Feedback taken as people were 
leaving included:
“complicated shenanigans – great night, good fun”
“Highly Suspect – great team, clever work and lovely 
evening.  Well done for organizing it Barrow Library 
– more please”.
“Fun, fun, fun!”

ATTENDING IN EACH AGE GROUP

0 – 5 Years

5 - 11 Years  

12 - 19 Years 1

Adults 43

TOTAL 44

Event An Austentatious Murder :  murder mystery event

Date   November 2017

Artist Highly Suspect Theatre Company

Venue Barrow Library 



Approximately 80 adults and 2 
young volunteers came along to 
this Get it Loud in Libraries event 
with great feedback, much of 
which was captured on the 
popular “graffiti wall.” 
For some people coming along 
brought back happy memories of 
being in a library, for others it was 
their first visit to Barrow library or 
indeed any library, but all loved 
the atmosphere and venue for the 
concert.

ATTENDING IN EACH AGE GROUP

0 – 5 Years

5 - 11 Years

12 - 19 Years

Adults 80+

TOTAL 80+

Event Vant concert

Date Thursday 9th November

Artist Vant and support act Sam Fender

Venue Barrow library



As part of the UKOnline project to offer digital 
skills training for the public, Barrow library runs 
weekly help sessions for tablets, phones and 
laptops.  We started this 3 years ago when we 
had free wifi installed, and it is still as popular 
and very well received. 

For some customers it is inspiring confidence 
in them to press buttons and have a go on their 
new tablet.  And we are there to encourage 
and support them.  These customers may 
come for several repeat visits but they are all 
so grateful for the benefits they have gained in 
developing their skills and knowledge of how to get the most out of their devices. For some 
customers it means a greater sense of independence or just finding new things to do to 
expand their leisure interests.   Others have specific technical questions to ask.  

The staff and a loyal team of IT volunteers run these sessions, and together there is a 
wealth of skills to answer most questions about the varied devices that are brought and 
questions that are asked.  It is an open session so we can be asked anything, and we are, 
and in most cases we can find a solution.  

The attendees are varied and can 
include retired people, unemployed 
adults; and we can also get younger 
adults who just have a one-off query on 
their phones.

When he can, the Assistant manager from the local O2 shop will come along as well to 
help and often brings interesting gadgets for public to try.  E.g. 3D headsets.

Examples of comments from customers are shown overleaf:

Event @ppy Hour

Date Every Wednesday 1:15pm and 2:30pm

Venue Barrow library



“My husband who died last year did everything on the computer – but now I would like to be able to 
use Skype and send emails.  I am so glad I could get free help and support at the library.  I can 
now send emails and speak to my daughter and her family in Australia. I am delighted.”  (Retired , 
68)

“I was given this tablet by my son, he set it up for me but I can’t sort it out.  He lives away so the 
@ppy hour sessions at Barrow library have been a lifeline.  They’ve explained the apps to me and 
how to find my favourite music on Spotify and download podcasts.  I am on it all the time now and 
really enjoying using it.  Thanks to the staff and helpers.”  (retired, 56)

ATTENDING IN EACH AGE GROUP

0 – 5 Years

5 - 11 Years

12 - 19 Years

Adults 10 a week

TOTAL On average 80 a quarter



We were delighted to welcome Sacred Heart School to 

Roose Library this week to coincide with Book Trust’s 

Children Book Week. We held an hour long session for 

each year group from year one to year six. The younger 

children enjoyed exploring the fantastically fun ‘You 

Must Bring A Hat’ by Simon Philip. 

We introduced the children to the Library and talked 

about the different types of books we have on offer. Two 

children went and chose a book from the collection 

which we talked about with their class mates. 

We identified the differences between a fiction and a 

nonfiction book. The children also listened to ‘Dog Loves 

Books’ by Louise Yates and ‘I Want My Hat Back’ by Jon 

Klassen, we all pondered what had happened to the 

naughty rabbit? The children worked in small teams as 

they completed a treasure hunt around the children’s 

library. They found all the hats hidden there. 

The children then decorated and coloured some fantastic 

party hats. They were given a, You Must Bring A Hat 

Maze to take back to school with them. 

Event Book Trust Children’s Book Week – 
Sacred Heart School Visit

Date  13th – 17th November 

Artist Cathy Fidler (Staff)

Venue Roose Library



The older children enjoyed a fun filled magical Harry Potter 

themed session. We navigated the story by answering cryptic 

clues and the children were really enthusiastic in guessing the 

answers. 

We were lucky to have a couple of super fans in the groups 

which really helped their class mates! We listened to snippets 

of the story. Then it was time to be sorted into our Hogwarts 

houses. The children had great fun cheering for each other as 

they each tried on the sorting hat. 

In their house teams they searched the library for all the 

international Harry Potter book covers hidden around the 

library. The children worked really hard on their beautiful 

book marks. They took a Dobby house elf decoration and a 

design your own fantastic beast worksheet home with them. 

A lovely week. Thank you to Sacred Heart School for taking 

part in Book Trust Children’s Book Week 2017.   

ATTENDING IN EACH AGE GROUP

0 – 5 Years  

5 - 11 Years  141

12 - 19 Years

Adults  25

TOTAL  166


